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Regional rains having mixed results 
 
The USAID/FEWS-NET Climate Prediction Center’s Africa Hazards Outlook for 24-30 
May reports that following a delayed onset of seasonal rains, the growing period has 
been reduced across north-central and south-western Ethiopia, negatively impacting 
crops. Rains have also been slow to develop across the western Oromiya, southern 
Amhara and southern Afar Regions of Ethiopia, leading to the development of moderate 
seasonal rainfall deficits. Recent above-average rains have greatly reduced seasonal 
deficits in western Ethiopia, though deficits remain in central areas. Average to above-
average rainfall accumulations are expected in western Ethiopia during the next week but 
should be limited in central regions. Meanwhile, the onset of enhanced seasonal rainfall 
during April and lasting into May has mitigated early season moisture deficits in portions 
of Uganda and Kenya; however, intense rainfall 
has triggered flooding, leading to the displacement 
of populations, damages to infrastructure, and 
fatalities in Rwanda, Tanzania, and Kenya. Heavy 
rains are expected to continue during the next 
week which is likely to lead to additional flooding. 
Since mid-March, well below-average and poorly 
distributed rainfall across the pastoral and agro-
pastoral regions of south-eastern Kenya and 
southern Somalia has resulted in moisture deficits. 
Rains were expected to be light across inland 
areas during the next week, increasing deficits. 
However, two consecutive weeks of moderate to 
heavy coastal showers have resulted in greatly 
reduced deficits along the drought-stricken Kenyan 
coast. The above-average rains have greatly reduced seasonal and 30-day rainfall 
deficits and have increased ground moisture, improving cropping conditions. Forecasts 
for the next week indicate moderate rains, further improving drought conditions. 

New groundwater mapping for Horn launched 
On 22 May UNESCO launched the initiative “Strengthening Capacity to Combat Drought 
and Famine in the Horn of Africa (Kenya, Somalia, Ethiopia): Tapping Groundwater 
Resources for Emergency Water Supply”. The project aims to map drought-resilient 
groundwater resources in an affected area and strengthen regional capacities to manage 
groundwater for drought preparedness. Key activities foreseen for this year include 
assessment of existing knowledge and capacities in groundwater resources 
management, and the undertaking of a survey of groundwater resources of the Turkana 
region of north-western Kenya for emergency well drilling and development planning. The 
project will also train national authorities in operating the new African Drought Monitoring 
system for East Africa, developed by UNESCO and Princeton University. By December, 
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UNESCO aims to have a clear vision of groundwater in targeted areas; to enable 
thousands of vulnerable people to have improved access to clean water; and to have built 
sustainable capacities of regional authorities in groundwater research and assessment. 
The project, funded by the Government of Japan, is part of the regional framework 
Groundwater Resources Investigation for Drought Mitigation in Africa Programme 
(GRIDMAP), a scientific consortium of regional partners that assesses groundwater 
potential and builds drought management capacities across the Horn of Africa Region 
and other parts of Africa. 
 

Djibouti 
 
New refugee population figures announced: 19,280 
 
Following physical verification exercises organized by UNHCR from late December 2011 
to end-March 2012 in Ali Addeh camp and Djibouti City, the total number of registered 
refugees and asylum seekers who remain active in the UNHCR Djibouti database stood 
at 19,280. This includes 16,215 Somalis, 2,083 Ethiopians, 927 Eritreans and 55 others, 
as at 30 April 2012. The exercises resulted in 4,343 no-show refugees. Meanwhile, the 
registration of refugees for relocation from the overcrowded Ali Addeh to the new Holl-
Holl camp is ongoing. UNHCR and its partners have finalized Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) on transfer and have conducted various sessions of community 
mobilization and information campaigns intended for refugee households regarding 
transport of their belongings, including livestock. With the arrival of 800 family tents, 
UNHCR said the final step of preparations was complete and the camp would start 
receiving refugees imminently. In another positive development, following more than eight 
years of suspension, the National Eligibility Committee (NEC) resumed activities on 30 
April. Due to an increasing number of asylum seekers awaiting decisions, the NEC has 
decided to hold its sessions on a weekly basis.  

Ethiopia 
La Niña conditions disperse 
 
The Ethiopian National Meteorological Agency (NMA) officially declared that the La Niña 
conditions, which have affected rainfall performance over the Horn of Africa for much of 
the past two years, have finally dispersed. The La Niña conditions, which initially 
developed in mid-2010, are believed to have caused the poor/failed rains during the 2010 
deyr (October to December) and 2011 belg (mid-February to May) and gu/ganna (April to 
June) rains, which resulted in widespread drought across much of eastern Ethiopia last 
year. Having dissipated in the third quarter, the La Niña remerged at the end of 2011 and 
led to the failure of the sapie (December-January) rains in Southern Nations, 
Nationalities, and Peoples Region (SNNPR) and delayed onset of the 2012 belg rains. 
The second consecutive year of poor rainfall across parts of the densely populated 
central and southern highlands of Ethiopia has spurred increasing food insecurity in 
affected areas (southern Tigray, eastern Amhara, central and eastern Oromia and 
SNNPR).  
 
While the NMA has yet to issue a forecast for the kiremt (June to September) long rainy 
season, its latest update warns that the current gu/ganna/sugum rains are expected to 
decline in intensity and coverage towards the end of May. Although coming at the end of 
the season, any early reduction in rains is likely to extend the dry season in the southern 
and south-eastern lowlands, jeopardizing the replenishment of sufficient pasture and 
water to see pastoralist communities through until the next deyr rains.  
 

Improved belg rains good for planting, but reduced harvest expected  
 
The late-season improvement in the belg rains has primarily benefitted farmers’ early 
preparation of land and planting of long-cycle meher (June to September) crops, although 
they have also supported some late planting of belg crops and rejuvenation of perennial 
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plants (such as fruit trees). For example, in Amhara Region, of 4.3 million hectares 
planned for meher production, 53 per cent is already ploughed – and 63 per cent of that 
has already been planted. In the belg-producing parts of the region, meanwhile, 93 per 
cent of the nearly 250,000 hectares planned for belg crops has now been ploughed and 
63 per cent planted. However, such late-planted belg crops will be at heightened risk of 
excessive rains at the start of the kiremt season and/or mature too late for farmers to 
cultivate a second crop in the year. Elsewhere, many farmers have skipped the belg 
season entirely and are preparing their land for meher crops. Whether skipping the belg 
or planting shorter-cycle less nutritious crops (such as haricot beans instead of maize) in 
the hopes of still eking out two crops this year, the result will be a substantial reduction in 
belg production. While the belg normally accounts for 5 to 10 per cent of annual national 
production, some belg-dependent areas rely on it for 40 to 50 per cent or more of their 
annual production. As a result, increasing food insecurity and an extended lean season 
are expected in most belg-dependent areas.  
 
The situation in SNNPR is of particular concern. According to the Ethiopian Emergency 
Nutrition Coordination Unit (ENCU), admissions of severely malnourished children to 
Therapeutic Feeding Programmes (TFPs) continue to rise, with earlier and greater 
increases than seen in 2011. While the March to April figures are not yet available, 
admissions increased by 15.3 per cent from January to February 2012 and by a further 
27 per cent from February to March. The number of priority 1 nutrition hotspot woredas in 
SNNPR was recently revised upwards to 27 (from 7 at the start of the year), while priority 
2 and 3 woredas increased to 16 each (up from 11 and 0 respectively). Nationally, there 
are now 192 priority 1 woredas (up from 117 in January), 122 priority 2 (down from 169 
due to the increase in priority 1) and 57 priority 3 woredas (up from 25).  
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Relief food dispatch continues 
 
Second round relief food dispatches targeting 2.9 million people reached 92 per cent as 
of 22 May, while dispatch of the third round, which targets 3.2 million people, reached 60 
per cent. Humanitarian partners have expressed concerns over the delays in dispatch 
and distribution of relief food, as each round is meant to be a one-month ration. For 
example, the fourth round dispatch was initially planned for May, but is now scheduled to 
start in early June. Meanwhile, WFP has expressed concern over cereal shortages for the 
fourth round due to pipeline breaks. To fill the gap, the Government committed to 
purchase 20,000 tons of cereals. A loan from the Emergency Food Security Reserve 
(EFSRA) may also be arranged should there be further delay in purchase and shipment 
of additional stocks.  

 
National needs assessment to start on 1 June 
 
The multi-agency, multi-sector seasonal needs assessment is expected to start on 1 June 
in Somali Region, and on 8 June in Afar, Amhara, Oromia, SNNP and Tigray Regions. It 
covers the agricultural areas in the central Ethiopian highlands that receive belg (mid-
February to May) rains, as well as agro-pastoralist and pastoralist areas in the eastern 
and southern lowlands that receive gu/ganna/sugum (April to June) rains. Conducted 
annually, the belg assessment serves as the basis for updating the Humanitarian 
Requirements Document (HRD) – the national appeal for humanitarian funding – for the 
second half of the year. The revised HRD is expected to be released in mid-July.  

 
Good rains in lowlands spur improvement in pastoralist terms of trade 
 
The timely onset and good performance of the gu/ganna (April to June) rains has 
improved water availability and pasture conditions in most parts of the southern and 
south-eastern lowlands of Oromia and Somali Regions. As a result, livestock body 
condition is further improving and positively impacting livestock production and prices and 
pastoralist terms of trade. Meat price inflation reached a record high of 90 per cent in 
April, meaning that livestock producers were able to buy more grain with the sale of their 
livestock. However, there is rising concern that livestock body conditions will be 
negatively affected by an extended dry season if the forecast for decreasing rainfall in the 
southern and south-eastern lowlands towards the end of the month comes to pass. 
 
While the good recent rains have reduced water shortages in many areas, pockets of 
Waghemira and North Gonder zones in northern Amhara, most of Tigray, north-eastern 
Afar and parts of Gode, Jijiga and Warder zones of Somali Regions remain dry. 
 

Kenya 
 
Floods update: over 280,000 now affected, more rains expected 
 
The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) reports that over 280,000 people nationwide have 
now been affected by heavy rains and floods in numerous regions across the country 
since April. For its part, the Government of Kenya’s Crisis Response Centre reports that 
5,269 households (roughly 30,000 people) have been displaced and 84 people killed.  
Widespread destruction of property and infrastructure has also resulted, as well as 
disruption of key activities such as farming and education. According to KRCS, primary 
needs are in the domains of shelter, water, sanitation and health. Worst affected areas of 
the country are Nyanza Province, parts of Rift Valley Province, parts of the greater 
Nairobi metropolitan area, and parts of Coast Province. The Kenya Meteorological 
Department says flooding has mainly resulted from several rivers bursting their banks, 
while landslides have resulted from saturation of soils. May typically marks the end of the 
“Long Rains” season over most parts of the country except the western highlands, parts 
of central Rift Valley and the coastal strip. According to the Climate Prediction Center’s 
Africa Hazards Outlook for 24-30 May, heavy rains are expected to continue during the 
next week which is likely to lead to additional flooding. 
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Poor rains in pastoral areas moderating improvements in food security 
 
In its latest Food Security Outlook Update for Kenya, FEWS-NET reports that with the 
exceptions of pockets in the northern and north-eastern pastoral areas, the Long Rains 
were delayed by up to five weeks across the country. While rainfall performance has 
been generally good in many places outside of these areas, rainfall in the south-eastern 
and coastal marginal agricultural areas has been below average and poorly distributed 
over both time and space. As a result, the majority of households in these areas are 
classified as Stressed (IPC Phase 2), while a few are in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). The 
improved availability of milk, short cycle crops, and casual labour opportunities are 
moderating the decline in household food security situation across the south-eastern 
marginal agricultural zone. However, food stocks are exhausted and market prices are 
above average and increasing. Food insecurity is intensifying in the coastal lowlands 
where the Long Rains have not recharged water sources or supported crop growth. 
 

UNHCR strengthens presence in Dadaab 
 
As part of efforts to ensure continuity of life-saving services for more than 460,000 
refugees in the Dadaab refugee complex in north-eastern Kenya, UNHCR opened on 24 
May a new office called Alinjugur, located in Fafi District, some 80 km from the Somali 
border and some 20 km from the main UNHCR compound in Dadaab. Alinjugur hosts 
staff of UNHCR, other agencies and NGOs. Teams based in Alinjugur will cover 
Hagadera and Kambioos sites, which shelter some 150,000 Somali refugees. According 
to UNHCR, the Alinjugur office will enable them to be closer to refugee communities and 
thus provide better services for refugees and host communities. Its opening is a result of 
talks and cooperation with Kenyan authorities to decongest the camps and to increase 
the field presence for UNHCR and other humanitarian organizations. UNHCR noted that 
security has been a major challenge in Dadaab in the last six months, restricting the scale 
of field operations. The situation remains complex and tense as threats from improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs), kidnappings, vehicle hijackings and banditry remain high. 
Dadaab, which marks the 20

th
 year of its existence this year, is the largest refugee 

settlement in the world and spreads over an area of more than 50 square kilometres. 
 

Market and feasibility study of ASALs launched 
 
WFP has launched a market and feasibility study to provide a comprehensive picture of 
markets in the arid and semi-arid lands (ASALs) of Kenya (drought-prone areas), and the 
extent to which they may be able to respond to increased demand, even during shocks. 
The study aims to fill knowledge gaps and to explore the feasibility of alternative delivery 
mechanisms to inform future policy and to guide programming. The ECHO-funded study 
has a technical steering committee comprising WFP, ECHO, DfID and Save the Children-
UK. Data collection will start in May and the report is expected in July. 

Somalia 
Displacement rises from fighting in Afgooye corridor 
 
On 25 May, UNHCR reported that 6,200 people had fled the Afgooye corridor since the 
start of the joint African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM)/Somali National Army 
offensive against forces of Al Shabaab on 22 May. An estimated 5,600 of these people 
had gone into the capital, Mogadishu. The influx of internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
into the capital will further challenge humanitarian agencies who are already struggling to 
meet the needs of an estimated 184,000 IDPs. WHO, for example, warned that the 
renewed population displacement could accelerate the spread of cholera in the capital.  
Ironically, the Afgooye corridor was where hundreds of thousands of people had fled to 
escape fighting in Mogadishu. 
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In a statement issued by AMISOM following the launch of the offensive, the Deputy 
Special Representative of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission (Deputy 
SRCC) in Somalia, Hon, Wafula Wamunyinyi noted that the Afgooye corridor hosted one 
of the largest concentrations of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the world. “We are 
helping them by building security so that they can share in the economic revival of the 
capital,” he stated. “They will now be able to access humanitarian services and eventually 
return to their original homes in Mogadishu.” For his part, in the same statement, the 
Force Commander of AMISOM Forces, Lt Gen Andrew Gutti said that AMISOM was 
taking every precaution to prevent harm or injury to civilians. He called on the nearly 
400,000 IDPs of the Afgooye corridor to remain in their places of residence and avoid 
unnecessary travel on main roads. 

The Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia, Mark Bowden, meanwhile 
reiterated his call for all parties to make every effort to minimize the impact of conflict on 
civilians and allow full humanitarian access to all people in need. “I remain concerned that 
an escalation of hostilities or a prolonged operation could lead to displacement, further 
straining the capacity of settlements and host communities in Mogadishu or driving 
people away from the life-saving help they require,” he stated. “While remaining strictly 
neutral and independent of political and military processes, humanitarian actors are 
coordinating preparations to ensure immediate assistance is available to civilians most 
affected by military activities in the corridor.” 
 
After decades of war, Somalia is undergoing a national peace and reconciliation process, 
with the country’s Transitional Federal Institutions currently implementing a roadmap, 
devised in September last year, that spells out priority measures to be carried out before 
the current transitional governing arrangements end on 20 August. 
 

Food vouchers to help families and markets 
 
WFP announced on 15 May that thousands of people in Somaliland would be able to 
purchase nutritious food from local traders through monthly provision of US$80 vouchers. 
Under the programme, the vouchers can be used to buy a variety of food including rice, 
cooking oil and fresh camel and goat meat. Some 15,000 people in north-western 
Somaliland are currently receiving the vouchers as an alternative to food rations, and 
WFP plans to expand the initiative to other areas later this year. “Using vouchers gives 
people greater choice about what food to eat, and gives WFP a powerful new tool for 
providing food assistance to the most vulnerable,” said Stefano Porretti, WFP’s Country 
Director for Somalia. “At the same time, vouchers help the local economy by supporting 
local small and medium-scale producers and retailers.” WFP is partnering with the Danish 
Refugee Council to distribute the vouchers, in coordination with Medair, an NGO that 
manages the nutrition programme in Burao. In the first phase of the voucher project, there 
are 13 local traders registered to accept the vouchers, including those who sell fresh 
camel and goat meat, which are dietary staples for most people in the largely pastoralist 
region. According to WFP, the initiative has proven extremely popular, and can play a 
vital role in improving nutritional status. Eventually, WFP plans to expand the voucher 
approach to relief, recovery and resilience activities throughout the country where market 
conditions allow. WFP said it would distribute vouchers seasonally, during harvest 
periods when food is available in markets, while continuing to provide direct food rations 
during lean seasons when supplies are scarce. 
 

Malnutrition rates fall in Mogadishu 
 
Malnutrition rates in Mogadishu have fallen by 50 per cent over the past six months. A 
Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit assessment among IDPs issued in April found a 
reduction of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates to 16 per cent from 30 per cent in 
October 2011. GAM rates among the urban population improved to 10 per cent from 21 
per cent over the same period. The reductions were attributed to the ongoing 
humanitarian interventions, which reached 72,400 children since the beginning of the 
year – well above the 60,000 targeted. On average, nutrition partners are reaching more 
than 17,000 children with nutrition treatment on a monthly basis. Despite the 
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achievements, constant population movement within, into and out of Mogadishu is 
making effective interventions challenging. 
 

Cholera and measles on the rise 
 
The incidence of infectious diseases is increasing in numerous informal settlements due 
to the ongoing rains and limited access to safe water. From 9 April to 6 May, a steady 
increase in suspected cholera cases was reported in southern and central regions. 
Banadir region accounted for 49 per cent of the 777 cases reported between 30 April and 
6 May, representing an 11 per cent increase from the previous week. Although these 
figures do not suggest a major epidemic, there are serious concerns of an increased risk 
of a cholera outbreak in Banadir region and the Balcad and Afgooye corridors, where 
there is a high density of IDPs significantly increasing the risk of the disease spreading. In 
Balcad district, Middle Shabelle region, 77 cholera cases were confirmed since the end of 
March at a cholera treatment centre. In an effort to speed treatment of the disease, WHO 
provided two diarrhoeal disease kits to Banadir Hospital in Mogadishu to treat 200 adults 
with severe cases and 800 people with moderate cases of suspected or confirmed 
cholera. Health partners prepositioned 23 diarrhoeal disease kits in cholera treatment 
units within mother and child health clinics in southern and central regions. There are 
plans to open a further 12 units. Preventative activities include the airing of informational 
radio messages, community sensitization, chlorination of water sources and distribution of 
aqua tabs for water purification. 
 

Uganda/Rwanda 
 
DRC refugee influx slows in Rwanda, jumps in Uganda 
 
While new arrivals of refugees fleeing a recent outbreak of fighting in North Kivu Province 
of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) have decreased in recent days in 
Rwanda, arrivals have significantly increased in neighbouring Uganda. According to 
UNHCR, since 11 May, large numbers of Congolese have been crossing the border into 
Uganda from villages roughly within 12 km of the border due to intense fighting. While 
local authorities have estimated figures to be around 30,000, UNHCR stated it was not in 
a position to confirm, particularly as many Congolese are moving between the two 
countries, making it nearly impossible to obtain concrete numbers. UNHCR has 
intensified efforts to move people away from the border to Nyakaband Transit Centre (20 
kilometres from the border at Bunagana), as well as from Nyakabande to the Rwamwanja 
settlement located some 370 km (an eight-hour drive), to the north. However, many 
Congolese are reluctant to be moved as they wish to remain close to their border villages. 
Meanwhile in Rwanda, UNHCR reports that as of 23 May, 9,145 refugees from DRC had 
arrived and been registered. They are all accommodated at Nkamira Transit Centre, 
some 25 km from the border. The Government of Rwanda has announced it would open 
a fourth camp in order to accommodate the influx. Prior to the current crisis, Rwanda had 
already been hosting some 55,000 Congolese refugees in three crowded camps across 
the country. Since April 27, when the current wave of clashes between Congolese armed 
forces and supporters of former rebel commander Bosco Ntaganda erupted, tens of 
thousands of people have been displaced within North Kivu or to Uganda and Rwanda.  

 
Uganda struggles to battle cholera, Nodding Syndrome, measles 
 
Since the start of 2012, a cumulative total of 3,111 cholera cases with 76 deaths have 
been reported from the 13 districts reporting such cases according to the Ministry of 
Health (MoH). Overall case fatality rate nationally is 2.44 per cent. Recent 
epidemiological analysis indicates that interventions are not achieving effective control, 
with new cases being reported and new areas being affected. Affected districts include: 
Mbale, Bududa, Sironko, and Manafwa in eastern Uganda; Hoima, Buliisa, Kibaale, 
Masindi, Nebbi, Zombo, and Nwoya in the Albertine Rift in western and north-western 
Uganda; and Kasese and Bundibuyo in western Uganda. The majority of new cases were 
reported from Hoima, Kibaale, Nebbi and Buliisa. The affected areas in these districts are 
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fishing villages located along Lake Albert that are crowded with many people but with no 
access to safe water and sanitation facilities. According to MoH, all affected districts have 
received case management supplies and visits from MoH technical teams to support 
response efforts. Partners including UNICEF, MSF-France, World Vision and the Uganda 
Red Cross have been key contributors to the response. Following a variety of field 
missions and an in-depth evaluation of the response, MoH and WHO are to devise a 
comprehensive national cholera response plan to mobilise resources to address 
response gaps. 
 
MoH has meanwhile been faced with a mysterious disease condition named “Nodding 
Syndrome”, being reported in the northern districts of Kitgum, Pader and Lamwo. 
Primarily affecting children between aged 5 to 15 years, the condition was first noticed 
around 2003 in Kitgum district, and is characterized by head nodding, mental retardation 
and stunted growth. Investigations found that the disease was a new type of progressive 
epileptogenic or seizure disorder that to date has affected at least 3,000 children, most of 
whom (93 per cent) live in areas where Onchocerciasis (River Blindness) is prevalent. 
The nodding is sometimes precipitated by food or cold water and is often accompanied by 
seizures or staring spells. During the episodes, the child stops feeding and appears non-
responsive, with or without loss of consciousness. There is deterioration of brain function 
(motor, cognitive and psychological ability) in some of the victims, and malnutrition with 
growth retardation in the majority of cases. Children become malnourished and often drop 
out of school. MoH, WHO, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and 
other partners continue to respond based on a multi-sectoral response plan developed in 
February 2012. 
 
Finally, measles outbreaks have been confirmed from 46 districts with a total of 367 
laboratory confirmed cases. According to the MoH, nationwide mass measles campaign 
targeting children under age 5 is planned for 26-28 May.  

Horn of Africa Crisis Funding Update 
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